FINAL – 6/9/2026
Florida Heartland Regional Trail – Core Evaluation Criteria
The following are core evaluation criteria to be used across all feasibility studies for the Florida Heartland Regional Trail. Study Consultants can elect to use additional criteria to conduct their evaluations.  
	CRITERIA
	Measure
	No-Build
	Alignment 1
	Add columns as needed

	Trail Characteristics and Benefits
	
	
	
	

	Estimated Length of Regional Trail Segment
	Miles
	
	
	

	Provides Access to Local Parks 
	# within ½ mile
	
	
	

	Provides Access to State/Federal Parks, Preserves, Forests, and/or Wildlife Management Areas
	# within ½ mile
	
	
	

	Provides Access to Historic and/or Cultural Sites
	# within ½ mile
	
	
	

	Connects to or through Existing and/or Candidate Trail Towns *
	# 
(Trail Town names)
	
	
	

	Percent of Length with Constrained Trail (less than SUN Trail standard)
	%
	
	
	

	Safety & Trail User Experience **
	
	
	
	

	Road & Intersection Crossings
	#
	
	
	

	Driveway Crossings (OPTIONAL)
	Consultant will determine approach if used
	
	
	

	Percent of Length Along Major Arterial
	%
	
	
	

	Adjacent Roadway Posted Speed Limit 
(where applicable)
	MPH (range)
	
	
	

	Bicycle and Pedestrian Accommodation 
	Type
	None (or list type if other)
	Shared-Use Path
	

	Right-of-Way
	
	
	
	

	Estimated Right-of-Way Need
	Acres
	
	
	

	Number of Impacted Parcels
	#
	
	
	

	Potential Residential Relocations
	#
	
	
	

	Potential Business Relocations
	#
	
	
	

	Potential Utility Impact 
	# and type
(water, sewer, gas, electric)
	
	
	

	Natural/Cultural/Environmental 
	
	
	
	

	Estimated Wetlands Impact
	Acres
	
	
	

	Estimated Floodplain Impact
	Acres
	
	
	

	Potential Contamination Sites
	# of Med or High Risk Sites
	
	
	

	Potential Impact to Archaeological & Historical Resources
	Rank (L,M,H)
	
	
	

	Potential Impact to Threatened & Endangered Species/Habitat
	Rank
(L,M,H)
	
	
	

	Estimated Impact to Public Lands
	Acres
	
	
	

	Cost Estimate ***
	
	
	
	

	Design
	$
	
	
	

	Right of Way
	$
	
	
	

	Construction
	$
	
	
	

	Construction Engineering & Inspection (CEI)
	$
	
	
	

	Utility Relocation
	$
	
	
	

	Wetland and Species Mitigation 
	$
	
	
	

	Total Cost
	$
	
	
	



* Existing Trail Towns (from FDEP Office of Greenways and Trails): Everglades City and Marco Island;
  Candidate Trail Towns (from Collier to Polk Trail Master Plan, pg. 23): Bartow, Fort Meade, Bowling Green, Wauchula, Zolfo Springs, Sebring, Lake Placid, LaBelle, Immokalee
** While Level of Stress will not be used as a quantitative criteria, please incorporate appropriate information in the Feasibility Report narrative to briefly describe the alignment and expected experience from the trail user perspective.
*** For any cost estimates that are high relative to typical per mile costs, add brief notes to provide an explanation. 
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